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The Official Publication of the Marine Corps League, Burbank Detachment 

#072 and The Burbank Unit of the Marine Corps League Auxiliary 

ñOnce a Marine...Always a Marine!ò 

ñAs Marines we served under 

it . We will continue to Honor it 

by flying it  Properly  and 

Religiously Every Day! 

ready to entertain! 

 
       Larry Sobczak ordered our 
cake and it should be delicious. 
 
       Thank you to the Ladies 
auxiliary Unit for the table deco-
rations. 

See QD Continued on page 9) 

 

 

The Next  Three Scheduled  
Meetings of the  
Burbank Detachment and Auxiliary 
Unit are as Follows:  
Sunday, November 15 th 2009   
1300 hrs (1pm)     
 
Christmas Party/December meeting 
Mimiôs Caf®  
16154 S. La Grange Road 
Orland Park on 16 December at 1930 
(7:30pm)  
 
 
Thursday, January 28 th, 2010  
 2000 hrs (8pm)     &  
@  
 
VFW Post  177  
10537 Ridgeland Ave.  
Chicago Ridge, IL  

ñFrom the Quarterdeckò 
 By: Commandant Bruce Blackmer 

Marines, 
Welcome to our Birthday 
Ball!  Happy Birthday and 
Semper Fi, my brothers 
and sisters. 
 
      Returning to our Birth 
Ball this year is the Curie High School 
Marine Corps Junior ROTC Cadet Drill 
Team.  In addition to Posting Colors; 
they will once again present a Close Or-
der Drill Demonstration. 
Last year they were awesome! (No 
Pressure). 
 
       We are pleased to be at Nickobees 
this year. We should have an excellent 
time. 
 
      Our DJ this year is our (Judy and 
Mine) son-in-law, Sam Gamboa.  When 
I offered this opportunity, Sam jumped 
on it. He is here with his assistant and 
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                 #3.é.Kim Serritos 
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MCLA Burbank Unitéé 
 
ñThe proud home Unit 

of 

Judy Blackmer  
 Department of  
Illinois Presidentò 

MCL Burbank, Detachment #072  

Officers 

MCL Auxiliary,  Burbank Unit 

Officers 

Marines and Ladies of the: Auxiliary: 

 Is someone in your life celebrating a Birthday? Anniversary? Graduation? Acceptance to a College? Maybe a promotion? 

Maybe you read or have written a poem that  inspired you (or in the case of you Marines who are prone to the eyeball 

sweats...). If youôd like to share it with your Burbank Family, Send to us and it will be put in (as long as itôs appropriate) Vet 

News always helps too! Below is a list of ways to get it to us: 

Rob at: 

Chap_STRIPES@att.net        Phone: (708) 819-0610 

Cheryl at: 

Cheryl_Schoon@att.net          Phone: (708) 819-0814 

Bruce at: 

Jbmarines_81@yahoo.com      Phone:  (773) 284-1212 

                               or 

Corps Values  

c/o Rob & Cheryl Schoon  

15816 Orlan Brook Drive, Apt 2B   

Orland Park, IL 60462 
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I would like to wish 
everyone a happy 
234th Marine Corps Birthday. I am 
looking forward to seeing everyone 
there.  
I hope that we have a better turnout 
this year then we had last year.  
I was unable to make the last meet-
ing because I got out of the hospital 
that afternoon. Hopefully I will not 
have any  
more problems.  
I would like to thank every one who 
helped to put this ball together and 
may it be a huge success.  
Remember that you have to get 
new members to keep our detach-
ment going!!!!!  
 

Semper Fi  
Senior Vice Commandant 
Alexander Pechar  

Recruit!, Recruit! 

Sr. Vice Comman-

dantôs Report 

By Alex Pechar 

U.S. Marine Corps  
Uniforms  

1775ñ1918 



Corps Values     Corps Values       Burbank Detachment Birthday Issue October / November / December 4th Quarter 2009                 /4 

 
     Happy 234th Birthday to the United 
States Marine Corps.  You are a proud 
brotherhood guided by principles, val-
ues, virtues and love of country.  You 
do not have a song like the Army, the 
Navy and the Air Force.  Instead, you 
have a hymn.  When the Marine Hymn 
is played, you stand at attention and 
silently you show your pride in your fel-
low Marines, the Corps, your Country 
and your Hymn.  
   
The dictionary shows the definition of a  
ñsongò as a short metrical composition 
in rhymed stanzas such as a lyric or a 
ballad. The dictionary shows the defini-
tion of a ñhymnò as an ode in praise or 
honor of God, a deity or a nation.  
   
The Marine Hymn is a tribute to you as 
Warriors.  No one knows who wrote the 
hymn.  However, regardless of itôs ori-
gin, The Marine Hymn has remained a 
revered icon of the United States Ma-
rine Corps.  
   
In 1929 the Marine Hymn became the 
official hymn of the Corps.  Thirteen 
years later in November of 1942 the 
Commandant approved a change in 
the words of the first verse, fourth line.  
Because of the increasing use of air-
craft in the Corps, the words were 

changed to ñin the air, on land, and sea.ò  
No other changes have been made since 
that time.  When you have attained abso-
lute perfection, there is no need for further 
modification.  
   
 I look forward to seeing and celebrating 
with everyone at our Birthday Ball and I will 
stand proudly when we all sing the Marine 
Corps Hymn together.  
   
Semper Fi  
Judy Blackmer  
President, Dept. of IL  

 

By Judy Blackmer  
President,  
Department of Illinois  
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The Next  Three Scheduled  
Meetings of the  
Burbank Detachment and Auxiliary Unit are as Follows:  
 
Sunday, November 15 th 2009  USMC Birthday Ball  
1300 hrs (1pm)     
 
Christmas Party/December meeting Mimiôs Caf®  
16154 S. La Grange Road  
Orland Park on 16 December at 1930 (7:30pm)  
 
 
Thursday, January 28 th, 2010  
 2000 hrs (8pm)  Officer Nominations  
@  
 
VFW Post  177  
10537 Ridgeland Ave.  
Chicago Ridge, IL  
 
Further information Will be diseminated as it is received  



Corps Values     Corps Values       Burbank Detachment Birthday Issue October / November / December 4th Quarter 2009                 /6 



Corps Values     Corps Values       Burbank Detachment Birthday Issue October / November / December 4th Quarter 2009                 /7 

 Happy Birthday Brother & Sister Marines, 
    As I sit down to compose this article I find my-
self in a joyful yet pensive mood. Let me start 
with the my inner thoughts. As of just over a 
week ago a very mentally unstable Army  
Psychiatrist (Where did he receive his training?) 
gunned down 13 fellow soldiers.  This presents 

a bit of a conundrum to me as I reflect on the past few years how our military has be-
come more professional and willing to serve. Has resting on this premise made some 
of the Commanders more lax in their evaluation of personnel? Almost daily my wife or 
I run into a young soldier or guardsmen. We automatically thank them and express 
our gratitude for their service. They always seem to be appreciative of our actions 
and very motivated.  
 
         The above is a sad commentary and is not by any means a common incident.  
We have brave young men and women that are willing to give their lives for our Free-
dom when duty calls. GOD BLESS THEM ALL!  Let us all remain vigilant in this fight 
and realize that although Freedom is not Free, we can rest assured and take pride in 
the fact that we have a brave generation of warriors on the watch constantly who per-
severe through many an obstacle so that we can maintain the lifestyle we have. 
 
       A Chaplainôs Column (Especially this Chaplainôs) would not be complete without 
acknowledging the one who is our divine and supreme protector. Our Lord God Al-
mighty. Who experienced suffering himself to bring about our salvation. I encourage 
all of you to look to him daily in your own lives and give thanks for all you have and 
ask Him to watch over all of us through the good and bad times and to raise a hedge 
of protection over those who protect our freedom. If you take away but one thing from 
this, let it be the verse below.  
 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends. John 15: 13, King James Version 
 
 
          
        
JCISF! 
Reverend Rob ñCHAPò Schoon 

 
GOD BLESS AMERICA!  

      
          
 

By Reverend Rob Schoon, Sr. 

Detachment Chaplain / 
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, 

By Cheryl Schoon 

 

Hi all, 
Itôs Birthday Ball time and we all 
need to be thankful for our Marines 
and Veterans from every service for 
their contributions to the freedom we 
so easily for we have.  
 
Letôs all remember that: 
 

ñFREEDOM IS NOT FREE!ò 
 
    Itôs amazing that The Holidays will 
soon be approaching and our  
Christmas Party. Time moves so 

quickly.  
 
God Bless all of you now 
and throughout the Holiday 
Season 
 
   
 
 
God Bless You and Yours,  
Cheryl Schoon   
Cheryl_Schoon@att.net  


